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“Oils of the Church” 
A Catechism on Chrism Mass in Maundy Thursday 
  

CATECHISM OF THE MONTH by Br. Dionisius Christ Widiawan  

The second Mass which used to be said on Maundy Thursday, was that 
of the Blessing of the Holy Oils. This holy function, which takes place only once 
a year, requires a Bishop as the consecrator. For many centuries, this great 
ceremony has been celebrated during only a single Mass on this day, in 
commemoration of our Lord's Last Supper. 

Faith teaches us, that, as we are regenerated by water, so are we 
confirmed and fortified by oil and that oil is one of the chief elements chosen by 
the Divine Author of the Sacraments in order to signify and produce grace in 
our souls. 

The reason of the Church for selecting Maundy Thursday for the 
Blessing of the Holy Oils, is that the oils will be needed for the Baptism of the 
catechumens on Easter Vigil. In order that we may incite the hearts of the 
readers to gratitude towards our Blessed Lord who, by his Blood, has given them 
the sacramental power which resides within them, we will briefly explain the 
significance of these sacred oils. 

The first of the Holy Oils, that is, the first blessed by the Bishop, is the 
one called the Oil of the Sick used in the Sacrament of Extreme Unction. When 
used in the Sacrament, the oil takes away from the dying Christian the remnants 
of his sin. It strengthens him in his last combat and, by the supernatural power 
it possesses, sometimes restores to him the health of his body. This kind of oil 
used to be blessed on any day of the year, as often as required. But later, its 
blessing was fixed on this day to allow the three Oils to be blessed together. The 
faithful should assist with much devotion in this ceremony, for the element that 
is thus sanctified will one day anoint and purify their bodies when they 
themselves sink under sickness. Let them, as they see it being blessed, think 
upon their last hour, and praise the infinite goodness of their Savior, whose 
blood streams so plentifully through this “precious fluid." 

The noblest of the three Oils is the Chrism, and its consecration is  
more solemn and fuller of mystery than those of the other two. It is by the 
Chrism that the Holy Ghost imprints his indelible seal, during Confirmation, on 
the Christian that has already been made a member of Christ by Baptism. The 
Water of Baptism gives us our spiritual birth and the Chrism gives us strength. 
Until such time that we have received its holy anointing, we have not yet 
received the perfect character of being a Christian. Anointed with this holy Oil, 
the Faithful then receives a visible sign representing his being a member of the 
God-Man, which also signifies the unction He received as both King and Pontiff. 
This consecration of a Christian by Chrism is so much in accordance with the 
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spirit of our holy Religion, that, immediately after Baptism, the child receives 
upon its head an anointing of this Oil (though not sacramentally), to show that 
he is already a sharer of the kingly character of Jesus Christ. 

In order to express by an 
outward sign the sacredness of Chrism, 
Apostolic tradition requires the Bishop 
to mix Balm with it. This Balm 
represents what the Apostle Paul calls 
the good odor of Christ, of Whom it is 
written, we will run after thee, to the 
odor of Thy ointments. The scarcity and 
high price of other perfumes has 
obliged the Latin Church to be content 
with Balm in the mixture of holy 
Chrism, but in the Eastern Church 
where the climate is more favorable 
than ours, thirty-three species of 
precious perfumes are put into the Oil, 
making it an ointment of exquisite 
fragrance. 

The holy Chrism, besides its 
sacramental use in Confirmation, and 
its being put upon the head of the newly 

baptized, is also used by the Church in the consecration of her Bishops, in the 
consecration of Chalices and Altars, in the blessing of Bells, and in the 
Dedication of a Church, the most imposing ceremony in which the Bishop pours 
out the Chrism on the twelve crosses, which are to attest to all succeeding ages, 
the glory of God's House. 

The third of the Holy Oils is called the Oil of Catechumens. Though it 
be not the matter of any Sacrament, it is nevertheless an Apostolic institution. 
Its blessing is less solemn than that of the Chrism, but more so than that of the 
Oil of the Sick. The Oil of Catechumens is used in the ceremonies of Baptism for 
the anointing the breast and shoulders. It is also used for anointing a Priest's 
hands in his Ordination, and for the coronation of a King or Queen. 

This explanation intends to give some idea of the importance of the 
Blessing of the Holy Oils. By this threefold Blessing, says St. Fortunatus, (in the 
beautiful Hymn used during the ceremony,) the Bishop acquits the debt he owes, 
and which none but he can pay. 

  



B
IN

H
I 

 
 

3 

Fruit of Justice and Mindfulness 
REFLECTION on the 5TH  Sunday of Lent (Jn 8:1-11) 
by Br. Joevandro Alguter Triandi Putra 
 
Brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, after hearing the 
Gospel for this Sunday, it is interesting to focus on Jesus’ 

actions after the Pharisees and the Scribes asked him about his opinion 
pertaining the woman caught in adultery. Initially, Jesus didn’t say any word but 
just bent down and began to write on the ground with His finger. We don’t know 
certainly what it was that He wrote on the ground, but we could reflect on His 
simple gesture of bending down to write on the ground. This gesture of bending 
down can be seen to show humility, and the ground itself represents the human 
heart which yields fruit, either of good or of bad action. He instructs us then, 
when we see any faults in our neighbor, to not rashly condemn them, but to 
search first our own hearts to examine it attentively. 

After writing on the ground, Jesus’ action towards the woman was 
really mindful. He didn’t say, “stone her not”, lest he should seem to speak 
contrary to the Law. But God forbid that He should say, “stone her” because He 
came not to destroy those which He came to find, but to seek those are lost. 
What, then, was Jesus’ answer? “Let the one among you who is without sin be 
the first to throw a stone at her.” We know from the story then, that all of them 
left her and Jesus one by one, starting from the elders. Aren’t the words “one by 
one” interesting? Why didn’t they leave together directly after Jesus said that? 
Didn’t they immediately realize that none of them has no sin? They did 
eventually realize it. But it did take a bit of time. 

Sometimes we are also not aware of our sinfulness. Instead, we tend to 
easily judge others by the faults we see in them. Somehow, it can be considered 
normal, but we must also be aware of our tendencies to be judgmental towards 
others. “Normal” here, then, means it is widespread behavior, but it does not 
mean it is acceptable. Jesus’ answer, then, as I have mentioned earlier, is a sound 
of justice. It tells us: “Let the sinner be punished, but not by sinners”. Thus, 
smitten with the voice of justice, as with a weapon, we should examine ourselves 
and look in our hearts. After looking and examining our hearts, what is the 
effect? We will also find ourselves guilty, and so we will no longer condemn 
others’ faults easily, just like in today’s Gospel. And eventually, the Gospel 
concludes with, “Go and sin no more.” 

What is expected from all of us is to have the ability to examine 
ourselves first, and to be humble enough to bend down and look into our hearts. 
If we are mindful of our guilts, it will help us more to not be too judgmental 
towards others. Like St. Augustine said, “the writing on the ground signifies that 
His law was written on the earth which bore fruit, not on the barren stone as 
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before.” Hopefully, all of us can bear these fruits also: the fruits of justice and 
mindfulness of one’s self. Finally, after bearing these fruits, we are then sent by 
Jesus: “Go and sin no more.” 

  

A Cheer of Joy and of Death 
REFLECTION on Palm Sunday (Lk 23:1-49) 
by Br. June Eduard D. Mercede 
 
Every Palm Sunday, we commemorate the triumphal entry 

of Jesus into Jerusalem. This event marks the beginning of what some accounts 
of the Gospel prophesied before that Jesus will depart from His earthly life in 
the city of Jerusalem.  

Acclaimed as a king and hailed as a conquering hero by the cheering 
crowd, He seemed to have arrived at the fulfillment of his earthly mission. For 
Christ, though, it 
was the beginning 
of the last week of 
His life; a week 
filled with pain and 
suffering which will 
eventually end in 
grief, and in glory. 
The palms will soon 
be formed into 
crosses and the 
cheers of joy will 
turn into taunts calling for His death. Throughout our commemoration of His 
Passion, our attention will be focused on Jesus as He appears as a person 
completely absorbed into prayer and willful obedience to the plan of the Father.  

During this most solemn week of the Liturgical year, we are invited to 
take the road of sorrow with Mary and those few friends who followed and 
stayed with him until Calvary. Through us following Him, Our Lord wants the 
merit of His cross to touch our lives and our whole being, to let His cross break 
us free from our sinful ways so that we may be changed and, thereby, know God. 
The most crucial test of our faith is to see if one day, we can reach the point 
where we are ready to accompany Jesus to Calvary along the same path into 
suffering and even death. In a sense, it’s a matter of denying ourselves and 
offering to God our whole selves, be it in joy or in sorrow, in suffering or in 
comfort. 
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The sufferings of Christ which we recall in a special way during the 
celebration of the Holy Week have been a vital source of strength to countless 
people throughout the ages. It represents what our lives should be conformed 
to as we live in this earthly world. His sufferings also give us at least a small 
glimpse into the mystery of sufferings that surround us on all sides. If we ever 
find ourselves in times of trials and sufferings, let us find strength and 
inspiration in the knowledge that we are at one with JESUS, who suffered in the 
same way before us, even more. 

On Holy week, we are confronted with the primary Christian symbol: 
the Cross, without carrying our own, we cannot become His disciples. This 
period gives us an opportunity to ponder: what cross are we taking up daily, or 
refusing to face? Where is our sharing in His passion? There is not much point 
in dwelling on the crucifixion of Christ during this solemn week if it is an isolated 
event and not linked with the drama of suffering that goes on in our lives for the 
rest of the year. 

St. Margaret of Castello 
CATECHISM by Br. Hengky Padaunan  
 
Margaret of Castello is the newest Dominican saint that 
was canonized by Pope Francis last April 24, 2021. Margaret 
was born in Florence, Italy in 1287, to a noble family. Since 

pregnancy, her parents were actually expecting a son. However, when the news 
was brought to the mother that her newborn was a blind, hunchbacked dwarf 
of a daughter, both parents were horrified. Little Margaret was kept in a 
secluded section of the family castle in the hopes that her existence would be 
kept secret. Only her parish priest 
was allowed to visit her. He taught 
her about God’s love and the 
Catholic faith as well as brought 
her Holy Communion. Receiving 
Jesus’ Body and Blood took away 
her loneliness because she knew 
Jesus was always with her. 

When, however, she was 
about six-years-old, she accidentally made her presence known to a guest. 
Determined to keep her out of the public eye, her father had a room without a 
door built onto the side of the parish church and walled Margaret inside this 
room. There she lived until she was sixteen, never being allowed to come out. 
Her food and other necessities were passed in to her through a window. Another 
window into the church allowed her to hear Mass and receive Holy Communion. 
The parish priest became a good friend, and took upon himself the duty to 
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educate her. He was amazed at her docility and the depth of her spiritual 
wisdom. 

When Margaret was sixteen-years-old, her parents took her one 
morning to a shrine in the Franciscan church in Castello where many sick people 
were reported to be cured so that she could also pray for healing. When no such 
miracle happened, her parents abandoned her in the streets of the town and left 
for home, never to see her again. Margaret had to beg her food and eventually 
seek shelter with some Dominican nuns. Margaret came under their spiritual 
guidance and was admitted to the local chapter of the Third Order of Saint 
Dominic from whom she received the habit of the Order. They prayed together 
and performed good works for people in need. In spite of her physical 
difficulties, Margaret visited prisoners, helped the sick, and comforted people 
who were suffering. Soon, everyone in the city of Castello knew about Margaret 
and admired her. It is said that after her death, the entire city attended her 
funeral, and that a crippled young girl was healed during her funeral Mass. 

She died at the age of 33 and has more than 200 miracles credited to 
her intercession since her death. She who was abandoned because of physical 
disabilities has now become an intercessor for us. St. Margaret of Castello, Pray 
for us! 

On Humility and Love of Jesus 
REFLECTION on Maundy Thursday (Jn 13:1-15) 
by Br. Febrian Martinus Malage  
 
Holy Thursday, also called Maundy Thursday, is the 
Thursday before Easter. On this day, the Church 

commemorates the Last Supper of Jesus and His disciples as He Instituted the 
Holy Eucharist. This celebration of the Church may include a ceremonial foot 
washing in the liturgy in remembrance of the example that Jesus set and 
instructed His disciples to follow.  

Rather than on the Institution of the Eucharist, the Gospel of John on 
Holy Thursday focused on washing the disciples’ feet. During Jesus’ time foot 
washing was usually done by the household slaves to their masters when the 
masters comes back to their house. Why, then, did Jesus wash His disciples’ 
feet? Only for this: He wanted to teach them about love and humility. 

Jesus loved His disciples. He loved them to the end. Because of such 
love, the humility that Jesus showed to His disciples was really amazing. Just 
imagine for a moment how Jesus Himself, who was Savior, Teacher, Master, even 
God, humbled Himself to wash His disciples’ feet. Unfortunately, even if He 
Himself washed their feet and showed them His love and humility, not all of 
them became clean because He knew who was to betray Him. Why feet, though? 
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Because the feet lead the whole body. Jesus wants us to know that our feet 
always bring us to the way that we choose to go. 

Jesus tells us, 
“Your lord and master, 
have washed your feet, 
so you also must wash 
one another’s feet. I 
have given you an 
example, that as I have 
done, you also should 
do.” On this Holy 
Thursday, Jesus gives us an example of perfect humility and love. We should 
realize that we are just dust and ashes in the greater scheme of things. But the 
love of Our Lord Jesus always helps us to change our lives from being dust to 
becoming something much more precious. The love of Our Lord Jesus is a best 
thing; a great good in every way, for it lightens every burden and allows us to 
pass smoothly over all misfortunes. But this same love of Jesus should also spur 
us to do amazing things and excite us to long for perfection. Jesus shows us 
unconditional love, so we must also love our neighbors with the same love that 
Jesus already showed us. 

Following Our Lord, we must also have the humility to help each other. 
As Christians, we must have the love and humility to take care of others as our 
brothers and sisters. The realization from thinking about humility helps us to 
know about our identities as simply creatures: we are alive in this world only 
because of the mercy of God. Jesus is God, but He transforms our identities to 
be closer to His own by calling us as His brothers and sisters. Jesus humbled 
Himself precisely to make this relationship with Him even more firm. 

What about us, then? Do we have this realization of humility in our daily 
lives? May we strive to be the same as the disciples. May we follow the footsteps 
of Jesus, and to follow Jesus needs full awareness. 

 

How Can It Be Good? 
REFLECTION on Good Friday (Jn 18:1 – 19:42) 
by Br. Aloysius Gonzaga Alfiyando  
 
Have you ever wondered why is this day called “Good 

Friday”? How can it be good when we remember an innocent Man being 
condemned to death with brutal suffering, false judgements and accusations, 
mockeries and humiliations? If more than two thousand years ago, this same 
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Man was born in an extremely terrible condition, then died in a much scarier 
way thirty-three years later on this day, how can it be “good”? 

Well, to be fair, death is a natural phenomenon. Every living creature 
must die someday, even us. But to have to face death the same way as Jesus did, 
how can it be “good”? 

Just one Sunday ago, He entered Jerusalem and was hailed as “King” by 
the people, but on this day, we hear of the same people condemning Him to 
death. He was betrayed by those same people, even by the disciples whom He 
loved. How, then, can it be “good”? 

If we look only through 
ordinary human eyes, we may see no 
goodness in the passion and death of 
Jesus Christ. As I mentioned before, 
he was betrayed, denied by his own 
disciples, left all alone, falsely 
accused, mocked, cursed, spat on, 
lashed, given the cross, and 
ultimately killed. But if we let 
ourselves look through the eyes of 
the Divine, we will see that Our Lord 
Jesus permitted Himself to 
experience all of those horrible 
things in order to save men from 
their sins. He accepted even death to 
save us all who were supposed to 
die. In the eyes of men, this Friday 
cannot be good at all. But as far as 

Our Lord Jesus Himself who made the sacrifices, this Friday is indeed “good”. 
It’s good because on this day Jesus fulfilled His purpose for coming to 

this world: to redeem the world’s sins. Yes, death was the condition that Jesus 
had to take to make the world fully alive, but one wheat seed won’t grow and 
produce many other wheats if that one seed doesn’t fall to the ground and die. 
We won’t be able to live in reconciliation with God – because of the fall of Adam 
– if Our Lord Jesus didn’t die. This is the Paradox of the Cross, where life is 
bestowed because of death; the Victor is nailed for the sake of the lost; and the 
eternally glorious Christ is lifted up and humiliated through the Cross. 

In Our Lord’s passion, He taught and gave a clear message: life on this 
world is a continuous struggle. Unless there is a Cross in our lives, there will 
never be an empty tomb; unless there is the crown of thorns, there will never 
be the halo of light; unless there is a Good Friday, there will never be an Easter 
Sunday. We can expand the list with the events of our daily lives. Unless there 
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is a traitor, possibly from a lover or friend, we will never understand and 
appreciate faithfulness, honesty, and loyalty; if we never experience failure, 
there will probably never be success; unless there is sickness, there will never 
be gratitude for good health.  
 One of Our Lord’s seven last words is, “I am thirsty.” It is not surprising 
that He was thirsty – who wouldn’t be thirsty in that condition? What was 
surprising was that He said so. In His human nature, He may have longed for 
water, but in His Divine one, He was actually thirsting for souls. Some men have 
a passion for money, others for fame, but Our Lord’s passion was for souls! “Give 
Me to drink” meant “give Me thy heart.” Jesus had given His life for the salvation 
of men. Now, can we give our lives to Him who thirsts for our souls, giving it up 
fully and sincerely through our daily struggles? 

As Jesus carried His cross to the Calvary, we must also imitate Him in 
carrying our cross patiently in our daily lives. I repeat, life is a struggle. But as 
long as we keep our faith in Him, we will someday see that there will be a 
laughter after the tears; there will be a joy after the sadness; there will be a 
rainbow after the storms. Have a meaningful Good Friday! 

Darkness Will Give Way to Light 
REFLECTION on Black Saturday (Lk 24:1-12) 
by Br. John Michael M. Veneracion 
 
Before time began and before Our Lord started creating, the 
cosmos was nothing but a formless void wrapped in 

darkness. But it was also nothing but this darkness that witnessed the “first 
dawn” of creation when God commanded, “Let there be light!” After this 
transition from “darkness” into “light”, God’s majesty filled the cosmos so much 
that the was universe filled with so much beauty, goodness, life, and love. God’s 
majesty gave new form to everything wrapped in darkness, and gave meaning to 
reality with His resplendant light. 

Every year we commemorate Black Saturday before we celebrate Our 
Lord’s resurrection on Easter. I used to think it kind of weird that there had to 
be this period between Good Friday and Easter Sunday. Our omnipotent God 
didn’t need this period to accomplish His triumph over death, after all, did He? 
After thinking about it for a while, though, I realized that Black Saturday had so 
much meaning than I saw on the surface. 

For a bit of theological background, Good Friday and Easter are NOT 
two separate events that happened on different days. In actuality, Our Lord’s 
sacrifice started with His self-offering on The Last Supper where He was both 
priest and offering, continued on to the Crucifixion where the Lamb of God was 
sacrificed, and culminated in the Resurrection where He gained for all humanity 
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victory over sin and death. It was all just one sacrifice. And Black Saturday is a 
necessary part of this One Sacrifice. How so? 

Well, first, many saints from ages past have always likened Our Lord’s 
burial into the ground to that of a Seed being planted. Have you ever found it 
wonderful how, from [usually] small seeds, such beautiful plants and trees of all 
kinds can sprout? How wonderful it is that, through the seeds buried in silence 
and darkness, there was something wonderful taking place beneath our notice? 
Our experience with our Faith is the same way. In a lot of times, we may not 
notice our God working in our lives, but it’s important to realize that He’s 
actually there. It is not God who doesn’t notice us because we are far beneath 
Him; it is actually us who fail to notice Him doing something great for us. We 
just have to be patient until His works for us mature to its full growth. 
  On a similar note, Black Saturday teaches us that we don’t have to 
proclaim to the world how hard we work, how faithful we are, how many 
sacrifices we make for others. If anything, it is exactly in working for the good 
of others – or for God – when there is no one to notice that our identities are 
formed. It is how much we can work in silence, despite not being appreciated, 
that defines us. And if only we can learn to work for the good in this silence, 
beneath human notice, then we can also unite those works to Our Lord’s own 
work in the grave so that they can also be glorified with Our Lord in His 
resurrection. Don’t you find that much more exciting than receiving ordinary 
human praise? 
 When Our Lord rose from the dead, everything, especially human lives, 
have been given new meaning. We have become a New Creation living in the life 
of Jesus Christ. But He didn’t grant us this new meaning out of an existing 
comfortable existence; He gifted us this new life after He Himself went through 
a period of darkness in the grave after His death. 

I’m sure we all have our experiences of praying so much and so hard – 
of putting all our trust in Our God in our times of distress. Yet, by all 
appearances, it seemed that God hardly noticed our needs and our prayers. But 
if there is anything that Black Saturday teaches us, it is that God is present, even 
in silence, even in the dark periods of our lives. Are we experiencing our own 
darkness? Are we going through periods of pain, of trials, of hardships? Well, 
guess what? God hears us! God is aware of all we’re going through. God is here 
with us! And if only we learn to trust Him and keep holding on to Him no matter 
how dark it gets, then we can be sure to see His light. We will be able to witness 
God’s majesty working through the darkness of our lives. Just like how dawn 
scatters the night, just like how the first light of creation was a herald to a more 
resplendent, more glorious universe. If we just have faith, we will witness our 
own Easter. 
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The Empty Tomb 
REFLECTION on Easter Sunday (Jn 20:1-9) 
by Michael Satria Abi Dileyon 
 
Easter Egg hunting is fun. The night before Easter, while 
others are sleeping, someone would hide Easter Eggs in out-

of-the-ordinary spots. Early on the morning of Easter Day, kids would hunt 
excitedly for the eggs. They would run all over the place to find those precious 
Easter treasures. Some kids would even find special eggs with additional gifts, 
while others would be happy to bring the eggs home to eat. 

Not many people know it, but the egg symbolizes the beautiful meaning 
of Easter. At first glance, it appears as just a numb and lifeless object, but deep 
inside, a living entity is transforming. In the same way, the egg has been used 
for years to represent the empty tomb of Our Lord on the dawn of Easter. 

On the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early 
in the morning, while it was still dark, and found it empty. She then ran and went 
to Peter and John to inform them of this perplexing news (cf. Jn 20:2). 

It just the news of an empty tomb, but this news brought out the 
speculation about the resurrection. Peter and John then immediately went out 
to go to the tomb. John, having better stamina, ran faster and arrived first. He 
then bent down and saw the burial clothes but did not go in until Peter came, 
and observed the tomb first. Only afterwards did John also go in, and he saw and 
believe (cf. Jn 20:3-8).  

The news about Our Lord’s resurrection is wonderful. God became man 
and suffered for the sake of those who suffer. He was condemned in place of the 
guilty, buried for those who lie in the grave. But then, He rose from the dead and 
cried aloud: “Who will contend with me? Let him confront me!” (Cf. Isa 50:8) But 
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let us remember that this loud and convincing proclamation came first from an 
empty and quiet tomb. And it was only John who was able to grasp its meaning 
while everyone seemed confounded. 

It was only the third day after they mourned the loss of their beloved 
Lord. The horrible scenes of the Passion were still fresh in their minds. The 
wounds in their hearts were exposed, the persecutions prevailed, and hope was 
diminished. But John remembered what the Lord had said before: “Was it not 
necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 
(cf. Lk 24:26) 

Similarly, as 
Christians, we have the duty to 
take up our daily crosses before 
we can savor the delightful 
promises of the Resurrection. It 
is not easy to bear it faithfully, 
especially in perplexing 
situations. In a lot of times, 
God’s presence seems like it is 
faded away. As if the place of 
God in our lives is nothing but 
the empty tomb where Jesus 
used to be and He left behind, 
He appears as if he is silent 
during our struggles. But in 
fact, He simply prefers to show 
us first His inaudible glory from 
the empty tomb. 

Let us imitate John in 
grasping the meaning of suffering, and then believe. Let us establish a different 
kind of empty tomb in our hearts through our innermost prayers. A “tomb” of 
silence, peace, and trust, emptying ourselves not of Jesus’ presence, but of the 
unclean things that we should let go of. Signifying not that Jesus is no longer 
there, but signifying instead that we are ready to let Jesus’ presence fill the 
emptiness in our hearts. So that in emptiness, God can fill our hearts with His 
abundant joy and peace.  

St. Agnes of Montepulciano 
CATECHISM by Br. Henry Eduardus budiman 
 

Agnes was born in 1268, in a little village near 
Montepulciano, of the wealthy family of De Segni. By the 
time she was six years old she was already urging her 

parents to let her enter the convent. When they assured her that she was much 
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too young to be admitted, she begged them to move to Montepulciano, where 
she could be near enough to the convent to make frequent visits. When she was 
nine years old, Agnes insisted that the time had come to let her enter the 
convent. She was allowed to go to a group of Franciscans in Montepulciano, 
whose dress was the ultimate in primitive Franciscanism; they were known, 
from the cut of the garment, as "Sisters of the Sack." 

She reached a high degree of contemplative prayer and was favored 
with many visions. One of the loveliest is the one for which her legend is best 
known: the occasion of a visit from the Blessed Virgin. Our Lady came with the 
Holy Infant in her arms, and allowed Agnes to hold Him and caress Him. 
Unwilling to let Him go, Agnes hung on when Our Lady reached to take Him 
back from her. When she awakened from the ecstasy, Our Lady and her Holy 
Child were gone, but Agnes was still clutching tightly the little gold cross He had 
worn on a chain about His neck. She kept it as a precious treasure. Another time, 
Our Lady gave her three small stones and told her that she could use them to 
build a convent someday. Our Lady told her to keep the stones – three, in honor 
of the Blessed Trinity. 

Some time after this, Agnes was called upon to leave Montepulciano to 
help in the foundation of a new convent of the Franciscans in Proceno. Here, to 
her distress, she was appointed abbess. For twenty years, Agnes lived in 
Prosceno, happy in her retreat and privileged to penetrate the secrets of God in 
her prayer. A revelation had told her that she was to leave the Franciscans, 
among whom she had been very happy, and that she and the sisters of the house 
she would found should become Dominicans. In 1306, Agnes returned to 
Montepulciano to put the Lord's request into action. All she had for the building 
of the convent were the three little stones given her by the Blessed Virgin. 

At the age of forty-nine, Agnes' health began to fail rapidly. She died on 
the twentieth of April, 1317. She died in the night, and the children of the city 
wakened and cried out, "Holy Sister Agnes is dead!" She was buried in 
Montepulciano, and her tomb soon became a place of pilgrimage. Agnes of 
Montepulciano was canonized in 1796.  

Ubi es tu, Domine? Quo Vadis? 
(Where are you, Lord? Where are you going?) 
REFLECTION on the 2ND Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) 
(Jn 20:19-31) 
by Br. Cornelius Liewangsa Putra Herman 

 
There was once a Catholic priest called Espirito who was renowned 

throughout his country for his great wisdom. One day, Thomas, a famous 
atheist, intended to test his prudence. Thomas approached Espirito and 
brazenly struck a conversation, “Hey religious guy, how can you know that 
God exists without never been meeting Him in person?” Espirito then 
replied, “Well, that’s a a good question, now let me answer your question, 
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….” “Hey hey good guy, wait, so you are just assuming that your so-called 
God exists? Hah! You can’t even see Him,” said Thomas impudently. Hearing 
Thomas’ remarks Espirito was silenced for a few moments until finally he 
said, “Do you know the so-called thought?” “Hah! What are you mumbling 
about? Of course I know!” answered Thomas. “Now,” begins Espirito, “can 
you prove to me that it exists? Have you ever this so-called ‘mind’ before? 
Have you seen it before with your own eyes?” “Well, no, I haven’t seen it! So 
what?!” “Based on your earlier statement, then, you’re not being logical,” 
said Espirito, leaving Thomas baffled. 

Jesus once said to Thomas the Twin, “You believe because you see 
me don’t you? Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.” Happy 
are we who once doubted Jesus and now came to our senses. Happy are 
those who realize that it is Jesus who yearns that we yearn for Him, for the 
faith we have in Christ Jesus is actually our yearning for Him.  

Friends, where is Jesus when He is nowhere to be found? He, most 
likely, is searching for us. Being there where grace and mercy abound, He 
takes the shape of Divine Mercy around us. Beloved, we might have never 
seen Him before, but He is really there with us. Can’t you feel Him? Can’t 
you feel that He is always there beside you comforting you everytime 
something the saddens you? Can’t you feel Him as He plays basketball with 
you? Friends, the answer to the question, “Ubi es tu, Domine? Quo Vadis?” 
(Where are you, Lord? Where are you going?), is that He is always present 
with you and He will remain present with you anywhere you go. 

St. Louis-Marie Grignion de 
Montfort 
CATECHISM by Br. Geofrey Roderic Evan Kaba 
 

St. Louis de Monfort was born in little town in Brittany, in 
1673. His parents were poor, hardworking people, and he was the oldest of eight 
children. In the normal course of events, he had to learn a trade and help 
educate children. But there were early, quite evident signs that he was cut out 
for only one career: the priesthood. At the pleading of his mother and his 
teacher, he was allowed to begin his studies. 

As a very small child, Louis had organized Rosary societies, preached 
sermons, told stories of the saints, and led the Rosary with groups of neighbor 
children. He was particularly so devoted to Our Lady that he took her name 
when he received the sacrament of confirmation. As a student with the Jesuit 
fathers, he continued his devotions. He joined the sodality, and became an 
exemplary member. When he had completed his studies with the Jesuits, he left 
for Paris to enter the seminary. In Paris, he entered a poverty-stricken seminary 
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in which the students had scarcely enough to eat. On the verge of ordination, 
his funds were withdrawn by his benefactor, and it looked as though Louis 
would have to return home. However, He was taken in by a kindly priest, and he 
succeeded to reach the priesthood.  

For the rest of his life, Louis gave missions in country parishes, some of 
which had been without the care of a priest for generations. Ruined churches 
were repaired, marriages rectified, children baptized and instructed, and 
Catholicity rebuilt. He joined the Third Order of St. Dominic, and everywhere he 
went, he established the Rosary devotion. People, who came to his missions out 
of curiosity, remained and his preaching did much to renew religion in France. 
One of his most famous works was the “|Treatise on True Devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary”.  

Louis was the founder of two religious congregations, namely the 
Missionary Society of Mary – a group of missionary priests – and the daughters 
of Wisdom, a congregation for women. 

Louis Marie Grignon de Monfort was beatified in 1888, and in 1947, Pope 
Pius XII declared him a saint. 

St. Catherine of Siena 
CATECHISM by Br. Joevandro Alguter Triandi Putra 
 

St. Catherine was born in Siena, Italy, in 1347, in an era of 
political turmoil and unrest. Every Italian city was a little 
independent state, with each faction waging war against 

the other. It was a time of misery, famine, and bloodshed. It was also a bad time 
for the papacy, an affair in which St. Catherine was destined to play a very 
important role. 

St. Catherine was the daughter of Giacomo Benincasa and his wife, 
Lapa. She was the youngest of twenty-five children. From a very early age, 
Catherine has shown signs of great sanctity. She gave herself to prayer and 
fasting and made it clear to her family that she was not interested in marriage. 
When her parents decide to find a husband for Catherine, she cut her hair, 
thereby infuriating her family. However, at age sixteen, she was allowed to 
become a Dominican laity. She involved herself in caring for the poor and the 
sick. She also gave up the eating of meat and sustained herself just by eating 
bread and raw vegetables. 

When the papacy was divided in two places – Avignon and Rome - St. 
Catherine wrote to the Pope at Avignon, beseeching them to return to Rome. In 
doing so, she did not hesitate to use greatest liberty of language.  

It is known that she encountered many people, even being sent as an 
emissary from the city of Florence to the Pope, and at another time she went to 
Queen Joanna of Naples in an endeavor to detach her from the cause of the anti-
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pope. She even wrote to the King of France urging him to form a crusade and 
end the dissensions in Christendom. Thus, because of her holiness and her 
works of encouraging the Church and others to be better, she was canonized 
and, in 1970 was named as a Doctor of the Chruch. 

St. Pius V 
CATECHISM by Br. Humphrey Francois N. Astibe 
 

Antonio Chisliere was born in 1504 at Bosco, in Piedmont, 
Italy. At the age of fourteen, he entered the Dominican 

Order and took the name Michaele. He taught theology and held several 
positions of responsibility, first as novice-master, then as prior of several 
communities, then as Commissary General of the Roman Inquisition.  

In 1556, he was named bishop of Nipi and Sutri and was created cardinal 
in 1557. In 1566, when the papal chair was vacant, the cardinals, chiefly through 
the influence of St. Charles Borromeo, elected him pope and took the name Pius. 
He implemented the decrees of the Council of Trent; issued the Roman 
Catechism (1566); published the revised Breviary (1568) and Missal (1570); 
reformed the Roman Curia; and defended Catholic doctrine against the 
reformers.  

He encouraged the new society founded by St. Ignatius and established 
the Jesuits in the Gregorian University. He consecrated three Jesuit bishops for 
India. He built the church of Our Lady of the Angels for the Franciscans and 
helped St. Philip Neri in his establishment of the Oratory. His love and devotion 
to the Virgin Mary was manifested when he entreated her through the rosary to 
spare the Christian forces in the Battle of Lepanto. Moved by this victory, he 
instituted the feast of Our Lady of Victory, currently known as the Feast of Our 
Lady of the Holy Rosary. He died on Easter time, May 1, 1572 and was enrolled in 
the calendar of the saints in 1712. 
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Dominican Blessing 
May God the Father bless us, 
may God the Son heal us, 
may God the Holy Spirit enlighten us 
and give us eyes to see with, 
ears to hear with, 
hands to do God’s work with, 
feet to walk with, 
and mouth to preach the word of salvation with, 
and the angel of peace, 
to watch over us and lead us 
at last, by the Lord’s gift, to the kingdom. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
Your BINHI 
Do you know that BINHI is also available in digital version? 
Go green and click www.manaoagminorbasilica.org/binhi-reflections  
to get the latest issue! 
Always on the move? Don’t worry, we’ve got you covered! 
Stay tuned to 102.7 FM Manaoag Dominican Radio  
for BINHI reflections and catecheses! 
We are open for comments and suggestions 
for the improvement of the BINHI publication.  
Drop a message and let us know!  
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